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Bat in Waupaca County Tested Positive for Rabies 

 

A bat found near Bucholtz Park in Clintonville has tested positive for rabies.  Waupaca County Public 
Health has been in contact with individuals with known exposures.  The bat was found near the park on 
Saturday August 20th.  Anyone who suspects they may have been in contact with a bat should contact 
their medical provider. 
 
Rabies can spread to people and pets if they are bitten or scratched by a rabid animal. Never handle a 
bat or any wild or stray animal, alive or dead, with your bare hands. Any bat that could have had 
potential contact with people, pets, or livestock should be safely trapped in a sealed container and not 
touched.  
 
Rabies is a fatal but preventable viral disease. The rabies virus infects the central nervous system. If a 
person does not receive the appropriate medical care after a potential rabies exposure, the virus can 
cause disease in the brain, ultimately resulting in death. Rabies can be prevented by vaccinating pets, 
staying away from wildlife, and seeking medical care after potential exposures before symptoms start. 
 
Health officials want the public to be aware that bats, skunks, foxes, raccoons, livestock, dogs, and cats 
can carry rabies. Because people work and play outdoors more often in the summer months, there is a 
potential for more animal exposures.  
 
Reduce Rabies Exposure 
 Keep rabies vaccinations current on dogs, cats, ferrets, and livestock. 
 Spay and neuter dogs and cats to keep the population down. 
 Stay away from wild animals. 
 Don’t keep exotic or wild animals as pets. 
 Teach your children not to approach any unfamiliar animals. 
 Keep screens in good repair by closing up small openings that would allow bats to enter. 

 

More information about rabies can be found at the resources below: 

https://www.cdc.gov/rabies/animals/index.html 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/rabies/index.htm 
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